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Course Outline
· Introduction to language acquisition research within the Principles and Parameters framework of Universal Grammar (Chomsky 1986) 

· Methodology of research in second language acquisition (L2A): The nature of data available to L2 learners

· The L2A of grammatical morphology

· Theories of L2 syntactic development

· L2A of negation and verb movement

· L2A of subjects

· L2A of nominal phrases

The investigation of L2 syntax is based on learner data and considered with respect to the notions of Initial and Ultimate Attaintment State, Critical Period and Transfer Errors. Particular emphasis is placed on phenomena which prove difficult even for advanced learners and relevant implications for language teaching are discussed. 

Coursebook
Hawkins, Roger (2001). Second Language Syntax. A Generative Introduction. Oxford: Blackwell. (Chapters: 1, 2, 3, 5, 6).
Further reading
· Gass, S. & Selinker, L. 2008. Second language acquisition. An introductory course. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum. (Chapter 3: Second and foreign language data) 

· Towell, R. & Hawkins, R. 1994. Approaches to second language acquisition. Clevedon/ Philadelphia/Adelaide: Multilingual Matters. (Chapters 5-9)

· White, L. 2003: Second language acquisition and Universal Grammar. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. (Chapters 1 & 2: Theoretical issues in SLA research and Chapter 3: Theories about the initial state) 

